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On September 17, New York held the 48th Annual German-American Steuben Parade.  Over 12,000 marchers, 32 floats and 30 bands started on Fifth and 63rd and marched down to 86th Street.  The parade is organized by the German-American Steuben Parade Committee and is one of three similar festivals held in September honoring the Baron Frederick Wilhelm Von Steuben.  Baron Von Steuben came to America during the revolution to help George Washington train the militia.  The Steuben Day Observance Association of Philadelphia remembers and celebrates his aid on September 24 and the United German-American Societies of Greater Chicago on September 10. Generally, the parades are only one of the many events in week long celebrations.  The New York parade featured German Ambassador Wolfgang Ischinger as the Official Guest of Honor and former FBI director Judge Louis J. Freeh as Grand Marshal. 


I think the parades are an excellent way to celebrate and honor German-Americans in general.  American St. Patrick’s Day celebrations are famous, why shouldn’t similar German events be given the same courtesy.  The Baron Von Steuben should be recognized for his efforts in the American Revolution for if it weren’t for Steuben’s training, the American forces would have been no match whatsoever for the British. A great many Americans have German heritage and the September celebrations are a great way of remembering one’s ancestry as well as the foundations of America as an immigrant country.  Actually, I would like the parades to be held in more cities across the nation and celebrate Germany in addition to Von Steuben.
